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Planning Process

e Comprehensive Plan (2005)
— Maintain and enhance pedestrian connections
— Provide adequate bicycle facilities
— Maintain and improve walkability

e CACC Report on Open Space (2009)
— PaTHs 4 Bethlehem Committee (March 2009)

(Pathways to Homes, Hamlets and Healthy Hearts)



Accomplishments

* Drafted Complete Streets Resolution

Town Board adoption — August of 2009

RESOLUTION MO, 30
TOWN BOARD
TOWN OF BETHLEHEM

RESOL

ON

COMPLETE 5T

REETS

WHER
mohility — the abil

goal of the Town of Bethlehem Comprehensive Plan is 1o improve
of people, e n desired activities
throughout the Town; and

dless of age and status, to en

WHEREAS, the Town of Bethlehem Comprehensive Plan recommends maintaining and
enhancing bicycle and pedestrian connections within neighborhoods, and between
neighborhoods and hamlet centers:

WHEREAS, the Town of Bethlehem has established a pathways committee (PaTHs 4
Bethlehem) to explore bicvele and pedestrian facility connections and address issues; and

WHEREAS, bisyeling and walking are important forms of transportation and recreation
N Our community and

WHER
social interaction, and economic development; and

S, bicycling and walking contribute to health, fitness, neighborhood vitality,

ration of all modes in the zn of streets and highwa
ney of the road network, reduce waflic congestion by improving
mobility options, limit greenhouse gas emissions, and improve the general quality of life; and

WHER. educating the public aboui safery, health and mobility are part of being a
quality community; and

WHEREAS, Complete Sireeis are defined as facilities thai are designed and operated w
enable safe and efficient access for all u . Persons with disabilities, pedestrians, bicyelists,
motorists and transit riders are able to safely and cfficiently move along and across a complete
streel.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVELD, the intent of the Town of Bethlehe
s and pedestrians as equally important

the intent of the Town of Bethlehem Complete

e that local Town streets with low vehicle volumes and slow travel
and efficiently accommodate bicyclists and pes However, principal Town

roads that are characterized as having high vehicle volumes and high travel speeds, and are

i it for bicycle and ped s and connect to destinations in and adjacent

wn, shall be considered for Complete 5 treatment.




Accomplishments

e Supported Town Bicycle and Pedestrian Grant Applications
v/ CDTC 2010-2015 TIP application —
Feura Bush Road Bicycle and

Pedestrian Improvements
v' CDTC/CDTA 2010 Bike Rack Program — 9 Bike racks



Accomplishments

e Bicycle and Pedestrian Education Awareness
v'Reviewed National, State, Local bicycle and
pedestrian characteristics and trends

v'Received bicycle safety training to conduct Bicycle
Skills Exercises at Town’s Bike Expo event

v'Received presentation by :
uClifton Park’s Trails Subcommittee
"Bethlehem High School student (SR2S project)



Accomplishments

Bicycle and Pedestrian
Priority Network

v’ Applications

e Grant Applications
 Land Use Review

e Evaluation Process



Town of Bethlehem
Evaluation Process for

New Pathway Investment
Procedures /Users Guide




Purpose

Tool to assist the Town in prioritizing pathway
Investment projects

Provides a formal evaluation that quantifies
the merits of proposed pathway projects

A first step...not ultimate decision maker

Evaluation process to be used on proposed
projects within public right-of-way

Improve a roadway’s safety and efficiency for
pedestrian and bicycle users



Evaluation Process for New Pathway Investment

STEP 1:
SCREENING

STEP 2:
COST
STEP 3:
BENEFITS

LOCATED ON PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE NETWORK MAP

RECOMMENDED BY TOWN PLAN OR STUDY

CALCULATE ESTIMATED PROJECT COST

STEP 5:

LEVERAGE
OPPORTUNITIES

5555
COMPLETE BENEFITS EVALUATION STEP 4:
SAFETY -
o\VVOLUME CALCULATE TOTAL
oSPEED SCORE BASED ON
oCROSSINGS & INTERSECTIONS PATHWAY SCORING
oACCESS CONFLICTS MATRIX
o ACK OF EXISTING FACILITIES ]
DESTINATIONS
POTENTIAL FOR PEDESTRIAN/BICYCLE ACTIVITY
*POPULATION DENSITY REVISE COST
*POTENTIAL USERS SCORE
GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION BASED ON TOWN
SHARE AND
IDENTIFY TOWN SHARE REVISE TOTAL
SCORE

FEDERAL/STATE GRANT PROGRAM
DEVELOPER SHARE




Evaluation Process

e Evaluation results in an overall pathway
project score (A — F)
— Score A: project is beneficial
— Score F: project is poor



Evaluation Process for New Pathway Investment

STEP 1: LOCATED ON PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE NETWORK MAP

SCREENING RECOMMENDED BY TOWN PLAN OR STUDY




STEP 1:
SCREENING

e Bicycle Pedestrian
Priority Network Map

e Town Plan or Study




Evaluation Process for New Pathway Investment

STEP 2: CALCULATE ESTIMATED PROJECT COST

COST $5SS




STEP 2:

CALCULATE ESTIMATED PROJECT COST

e Department of Public Works
— NYSDOT/RS Means average unit costs
— Town bidding experience




Evaluation Process for New Pathway Investment

STEP 3: COMPLETE BENEFITS EVALUATION
SAFETY
BENEFITS eVOLUME
oSPEED
eCROSSINGS & INTERSECTIONS
e ACCESS CONFLICTS
o ACK OF EXISTING FACILITIES
DESTINATIONS
POTENTIAL FOR PEDESTRIAN/BICYCLE ACTIVITY
*POPULATION DENSITY
*POTENTIAL USERS
GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION




STEP 3: COMPLETE

BENEFITS EVALUATION
TABLE

e Safety

Destinations
Potential for

Pedestrian/Bicycle

Activity

e Geographic

Distribution



STEP 3: COMPLETE BENEFITS
EVALUATION TABLE
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STEP 3: COMPLETE
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STEP 3: COMPLETE
BENEFITS EVALUATION
TABLE

Desti!athfety

e Destinations
18 PTS

e Potential for
Pedestrian/Bicycle
Activity
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STEP 3: COMPLETE

BENEFITS EVALUATION
TABLE

e Safety

Destinations
Potential for

Pedestrian/Bicycle

Activity

e Geographic

Distribution



STEP 3: COMPLETE BENEFITS EVALUATION TABLE

12 PTS

18 PTS

12 PTS

12 PTS



Evaluation Process for New Pathway Investment

STEP 4:

CALCULATE TOTAL
SCORE BASED ON
PATHWAY SCORING
MATRIX




STEP 4:
CALCULATE TOTAL SCORE BASED ON PATHWAY SCORING MATRIX




Evaluation Process for New Pathway Investment

STEP 5:

LEVERAGE
OPPORTUNITIES

IDENTIFY TOWN SHARE

FEDERAL/STATE GRANT PROGRAM
DEVELOPER SHARE

REVISE COST
SCORE
BASED ON TOWN
SHARE AND
REVISE TOTAL
SCORE




Recommendations

e Short Term (0 -6 months)
— Schedule Public Meeting Fall 2010
— Establish PaTHs 4 Bethlehem as a standing committee

e Long Term
— Establish Bicycle and Pedestrian Program (3 E’s)

* Engineering

e Education

e Enforcement
* Ongoing

— Revisit Bicycle/Pedestrian Network Annually



Long Term Recommendations

Engineering

* Develop a tiered (Tier I, I, 1ll) bicycle and pedestrian
project list

* Explore the establishment of a process for investment
in the maintenance of existing pathways

e Research pathway funding practices/programs of
other New York State and national municipalities



Long Term Recommendations

Education and Enforcement




Next Steps

Fall 2010: Public meeting

October/November 2010:

— Revise Evaluation Process, and Bicycle and Pedestrian Priority
Network (as necessary) based on public meeting comments.

— Prepare PaTHs 4 Bethlehem Committee Resolution to establish
the Committee as standing committee..

November/December 2010: Town Board considers action —
— Evaluation Process

— Bicycle and Pedestrian Priority Network

— PaTHs 4 Bethlehem Committee Resolution

— Directs Committee to implement Long Term Recommendations

January 2011: Committee begins work on Long Term
Recommendations







