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‘ Executive Summary

Open space conservation planning has been a topic of discussion in
Bethlehem for over a decade, and has been a focus of numerous committees,
meetings, focus groups and written reports. A consistent recommendation
found in these efforts, from the ZIb Comprehensive Plan to the 2014 Open
Space Program Resolution, has been the development of conservation criteria
to evaluate conservation opportunities when they arise.aAssult, in

February 2017 theown hiredM.J. Engineering and Landr&ying, FC. (MJ)

to assist the town planningephartment in the development of conservation
criteriaand ultimately, this open space plan. This open spdae gocument
describes how the town first developed four open space conservation values
maps; then a list of 2 consevation criteria; andinally, a GlSbased conservation analysis tool to inform ongoing current
and future open space conservation tools in towth the assistance of the Conservation Easement Review Board the
following was prepared:

1. An updated, townwide open space inventory and database, as illustrated in four Open Space
Conservation Values Maps:
a. Community Character
b. Recreation and Greenways
c. Forests, Fields and Wildlife Ecosystems
d. Natural Water systems: Streams, Wetlands and the Hudson River
2. Alist of datadriven Conservation Criteria (25) with which to evaluate open space land for its
conservatbn values.
3. An effective, flexible, datebased method- the GIS Conservation Analysis Tedb evaluate, numerically
score, and prioritize the conservation of open space land.

Implementaton of the conservation values maps, conservation criteria, and conservation analysis tool will occur throug!
ongoing use byhe Town Board, Planning Board, Planning Department staff, and the Conservation Easement Review
Board. The conservation criteria @nanalysis toolill prepare and guide the towim responding to landowneinitiated
AYldZANRSA | 62dzi O2yaSNBIFGA2Y 2L NIdzyAdASaz Fa gStt |
Further, itwill inform the use of limited financial resargs and direct future funds to the conservation of open space

land that will have the most beneficial impact towride. Having this open space plarplace will also supporbtvn
applicationdor state, regional and federal grafitnding for conservatioimplementation.

Implementation can be achieved through current conservation tools as follows:

1. Conservation Easement Exemptigmogram If a landowner appliestothé 2 6 v Q4  fiof FadgeS &t | (
Exemptionprogram, the Conservation Criteria and the Conservation Analysisvilbioiform the Conservation
Easement Review Board about the conservation benefits of the land. The CEE program invites interested/willir
landowners with 5 acreor more of open space to apply for tax exemptions in exchange for placing a
conservation easement on their land for a certain period of time (from 15 years to perpetuity).
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2. Conservation within the development proces$heConservation Criteria and the@servation Analysis Tool
can inform, where appropriate, the support 6bnservation Subdivision or Planned Development District
projectswithinthe 2 6 Yy Qa4 RS @St 2 LIY SadniinistedSddby thesPlahddd@ Bo&SEnese design
options that include density incentives can help to conserve priority open space areas, while clustering
development in less sensitive areas on the development site.

3. Partnerships with local land trusts (MHLSg¢enic Hudson, or
other): If a landowner is interested in conservation, but the
situation is more suitably handled through a land trust, or a
partnership with a land trust, the town can foster that
collaboration. Additionally, if a Conservation Easement, ,
Conservation Subdivision or Planned Development District resu
in the conservation of land that is most effectively owned and/o ’
managed by a land trust, the town can work with the land trust t 3
facilitate that result. : e

SR

Potential future implementationtools that would need funding, and could include the

development of a dedicated open space fund

1. Conservation through prchasedevelopment rights (PDR)f a private landowner expsses interest in selling
their development rights to the town, th€onservion Criteria and Conservation Analysis Twitll inform the
conservation benefits of the landn this case, the land remains under private ownership and thus, ongoing
stewardship and maintenance costs are incurred by the landowner.

2. Conservation throud purchase of landtf a private landowner expresses an interest in selling their taride
town for conservation, the Conservation Criteria and the Conservation Analysis Tool will infoometihspace
benefits of the land. If the town purchases lartidere mayneed to be a land management and stewardship plan
in place,and potentiallyfunding to support that ongoing stewardship, whether the land is maintained directly by
the town, or if there is an agreement with a land trust for ongoing stewardship.

Thiscurrent open spacelanning process included public engagement and the gathering of public comatesgveral

a0l 3Saz AyOfdzRRAY3I F L2t AO ¢2NJaK2LI Ay hOG20SNI G CA
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for discussions with town staff on three summer Saturdays at the Delmar Farmers Market; maps, displays and
opportunity for comment at the public library duringghmonths of July and Novemb2017 several public
LINBaSyidlFridAazya (2 (GKS ¢2g¢y . 2 DNRSphcy Rang@ng @cbdayeTowdBIRY (G Sa
member and ecologided kayak ecetour on the Hudson River; and a dedicated email for comments at
OpenSpace@townofbethlehem.ord he public engagement efforts highlighted the understanding that voluntary
participation by intereged landowners is key if the Town is to have success in open space conservation. The
conservation criteria and analysis tool has been developed to be flexible and revisited as time goes on. By regularly
using the conservation planning tools in the apptiate situations, the town can maximize conservation at several levels
that ultimately will aim to strike a sustainable balance of both developed and open space land, maintaining the
ecological integrity and community character enjoyed by all of siring implementation of thi®pen space plan,

ongoing public engagement efforts are recommended to inform the public about conservation achievements and the
various conservation tools and options that are available through the t@&wmg forward, if the tow desires to

purchase land or development rights it will need to raise funding. In order to do this, residents will need to decide how
to effectively and fairly collect these funds to be used solely for the purchase of open space. These moniestwill need
be kept in a fund in advance of conservation opportunities so that when priority conservation land becomes available fc
sale, the town is ready to act in a timely manner.
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I.  The Purpose of Open Space Planngqignding the balance ktween
development and conservation open space land

Bethlehem is a unique place where people want to live and where businesses
continue to thrive.. S i K f SK$MI@asive Plavision for the town in the
year 2020 reflects on Bethlehem as a community of attractive residential
neighborhoods, vibrant hamlets, swssful mixeeuse commercial centers,
modern industrial facilities, and productive rural landsbalance between
development and open space conservation is critioattie continued
achievement of this visionOver the years, the town has lost a goodbef its
open space to the development of housing, industry, commerce and other land
uses,many of which support and add value to the communiDeveloped areas

in town are important because they provide places for people to live and work,
they provide marby businesses and restaurants offering opportunities for local
shopping and socializinBeveloped land can also help to balance the tax base
for town residents

At the same time, importanbpen spaces that are kept in a natural,

undeveloped statare also essentidlo conserven town, not only because they
serve as valuable recreational and scenic resources, and link us ¢olawe
andhistory, butopen spaceslsoLINE @A RS a y I  dzNJ f pratéctwatdrdrd aigg8atiaisiwelSasvadlifel K I
habitat, biodiversityand public healthThe full composite of these town features, both developed and undeveloped,
YI1S dzLJ 2dzNJ G126y Qa dzyAljdzS O2YYdzyAid&e OKIF NI OheSisks df NOR Sy |
conserving opespaces provides a picture of what Bethlehem could look like if we made no effort to conserve land.
Losing key open spaces could potentially lead to increased teaffgestion, loss odur natural systemand habitat

increased cost of community servicasd infrastructure maintenancéhe increase of potential humawildlife conflicts

as animals will have less space to live, and a loss of farmland, community character and scenidQpsugpace

planning does not aim to stop or curtail developmentiity, or to limit or curtail the rights of private landownershe

town must find creative economand otherincentives to make it financially desiratib conserve open space in its
undeveloped state.

Benefits of Conserving Open Spaces Risks of Not Conserving Open Spaces
1 Natural Systems Services: clean water, clean air, 1  Loss of ammunity characteandscenic beautyprovided by
temperature cooling, farmig, forestry, flood reduction, forests, fields, wetlands.
Oz2ai al oAy3a o6f Saa ySSR T ' Further reduction of local agricultural lands and working
1 Climate change resilience landscapes.
1 Wildlife habitat, biodiversity, and decreased 1 Climate change vulnerability.
wildlife/human conflict. 1 Less plaes for wildlife to live and travel; increase in human
T Community cost savings: open land costs town less thar] wildlife conflicts.
development helps to b&ance the tax base 1 Residential development, particularly single family homes, i
1 Quality of life and public health: water quality, air quality, net loss to town taxpayers because more is spent on servic
local food, recreation, greenways, trails. than collected in taxes.
T Community character: forests, farmland, diversity in 1  Missed opportunities for mitiging traffic increases, potential
landscape, connection to history, recreation opportunitie traffic congestion, and infrastructure construction and
scenic beauty. maintenance needs (water, sewer, stormwater, etc.).
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S how does the town both managgrowth while alsoconservingvaluableopen spaces that are important to the
town when these seem like opposing goals?
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and important open spaces is being prepared with a pamd an O(Th_e purpose of open space
implementation program hat include:an open space inventona list planning is to ensure that future
of data-driven conservation criteriaand a method toevaluate and consumption of land for
prioritize conservationopportunities that arise withinthe town. To be | development is balanced with the
successful the Town needssat of flexibleconservation conservation of land for its open
implementation toolsthat include financialincentivesfor landowners AL O0S oI f dzS
and developersso that when conservation opportunities arise, the
town can be ready to responéfficiently andeffectively. By regularl Cizens Advisory Committee on Conservation, 2009
] y P . y i ] y- by g_ y Recommendations on Open Space Needs and
usingthesethoughtful conservatiorplanning tooldn the agpropriate Opportunities

situations,the town can maximizeonservatiorat several levels that
ultimately will aim tostrike a sustainablbalance oboth developed and open space lgndaintaining theecological
integrity andcommunity character enjoyed by all of.us

Severapastfocus groups andurveys, as well agcent public comments, show thas a community, residents
FLILINBOALFGS yR g yi énzpateintanduklé&ourciili maBykré&sidents ageee dhat the
existence of our open spacesakes Bethlehem a sgial place now, they are alsoindful of the development pressures
that inevitably face a desirable community like BethlehgBrowth trends in the past several decades show consistent
and ongoing development, and that is predicted tmtnue as more people want to live and work in Bethlehere(
CPAC presentation on Demographic and Development Trends Overstowing trends from 199Q011).

This documensets forth gplan for the implementation of open space conservation utilizing conservation criteiga. Th
G222t Aa I 1Se& O2Ypde sp&e progranfAdditiGnalli, thé do&iMedtoutlinesvariety ofincentive
basedconservation toolgcurrent and future) that can be useeither townwide oron a casey-case basis, to help

ol f 1 yOS futkr&growtd witfithcughtful, datadrivenand weltplannedconservatiorgoing forward

Overcomingchallengesof conserving open space in Bethlehefrivate landowners with large acreageapen space

- SRR are often burdened withmaintenance costéfencing, brush hogging, etcand issues with illegal
trespassing and dumpingpmetimesmaking itdifficult to keep land in open spacEarmers
face challengs with an aging population, few young people interested in farming, and the lack
of a local agricultural economy and farm servic&ke current competitive regional and local
real estate market can present a challenge
to these landownersvho often feel
pressure to sell to develope(d is their
right to do so, but it is a challenge if that is
not their desire) Running paallel to
maintaining land in an open space statge townisa desirable
place to liveand is faced witlthe challenges ddittracting the right
blend ofcommercial developmento locate in townto balance a
heavily residential tax basell of these factors combined create
obstacles foopen spaceonservationThisopen spacelandoes
not solve all of these challenges, arbvidesthe next steps and
tools to contnue to address them

Py
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1 Working with interested and willing private open space landowneiidie town and its residents appreciate and

respect the landowners in Bethlehem who currently maintaige- anywhere from five to hndreds of acres
tractsof open spacéand. hesefamilieshave often been living here and stewarding this valued open sipace
the communityfor decadesand often for generations. tpen space landownessish to keep their land in open
space but due fo financial difficultiesare having trouble doing sthe town woud like to work withthem to
conserve their landThe whole community benefits from this partnershifeeping in mind that most of the

open space land in Bethlehem isprivate ownershipand that private landowner rights are paramount,
potential opportunities for conservatiowill need to be initiated by interesteldndownes. Conservation
opportunitieswill occuronly when landownerglesirefor the town to help thenconserve their landand where
there is mutual benefit for the landowner and the toeurrently through a Conservation Easement Exemption,
and potentially in the future through Purchase of Development Rights or land purchase)

Working with the agricultural communityCombned

with the open space steardship and management
challengesnentioned above, farmers in our community
face additional issues based on the fact that their land,
and its production, is part or all of their livelihood. Larg
tracts of land in Bethlehem hirically were used for
farming. The farming economy has changed over the
decades, making it difficult for farmers to keep land ope
and in the agricultural business. Interviews of 11
Bethlehem farmers summarizéd the 2009 Agriculture
and Farmland Protgion Plan help us to understand the
LISNELISOUAB®S 2F GKS (26yQa OdzZNNB
opinion about future of farming potential in towiThese mterviews
indicate a generally pessimistic outlook on local future farming potential
and soils data itthe report show a local lack of good soils for farming
(food crop) However, interested landowners wifimancialincentives
could find innovative ways to keep Bethlehem land in production (food, filvestock flowers, forestry, agre
tourism, etc.). If town residents continue to express an interest in supporting local farmers and local production
of food and other farm products, the town could establish resources to facilitate the connection of landowners
and farmers/producers when these opportunitiegist and bolster the necessary nearby farm support services,
to keep local land in farming. SA&achment 11for someregional projectsand ideasllustratinghow the town

could assist in the rejuvenation of agricultural economy and help to keepudtgred open space conserved and
viable.

Working with developers When land is soldr slatedfor
development,in many cases there \iﬂill opportunity for open
space conservation. h€ town can incentivizeonservation
subdivision (CSjte design®r planned development distrist
(PDD}hat will provide mutual benefit for conservation and
for the developer (akey natural areas are conserved and
developmentis concentrated, sometimes with increased
density, on less sensitive areas)




ll. Background of Opeispace Planning past effortsand recommendations

Open space caervation planning has been a topic of discusgioBethlehem for over a decadand has been a focus

of numerous committees, meetings, surveys, focus groups and written reports. This Open Space Conservation
Implementation Plamraws directlyfrom the recommendations of these past efforts, and provides the logical next step
Ay G(GKS G2 g pamingahdSofram indplehSntation efforts. A brief history thieseopen space planning
effortsin town is summarized below.

ARATOG
Al IAT
SSOCINTES TOWN OF BETHLEHEM
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
AND
GENERIC ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
STATEMENT

Town of Bethlehem

Recommendations on Open Space Needs and
Opportunities

Be’[chlehem‘

Adopted by the Bethehern Town Board
August 24, 2005

In August 2005, the Town 8ethlehem adopted its firstver Comprehensive PlariThe adoption culminated an

eighteen month public process and conversation about the future of the community. One recommendétier?605
Comprehensive Plan was for the Town Board to consider the creation of a Farmland and Open Space Protection
Program Another recommendation of the Comprehensive Plan was to establish a Citizens Advisomitt€e on
Conservation (CACC), whighsestablished by the Town Board in 2006 to explore conservation projects, and

2LIR NI dzyAlGASE 6AGK gAffAy3ad 1 yR2BNB® h{yIBOSFt UKSESOHA)
Cdzy RA Y 3 | vV R,whigh?pfesents\ai ovénie of open space funding methods, programs, and sources
applicable to the Townand will continue to provide useful information to the town in the near future as it considers
future land purchase oryrchase of development rights funding K S/ | / / Qa NBLIR2 NI Ff a2 NBO
(and gave an example of) a conservation criteria list to help evaluate and prioritize conservation lands, which is a
direct product of this Open Space Conservationplementation Plan.

Shortly thereafter, in 2007, theomprehensive Plan Oversight
Committee CPOCwasformedto help guidethe Town Board in
the implementation othe Comprehesive Plan. That same year
the CPOC recommended the Town Board initiate the farmland a

An Open Space Plan should include:
1 Maps that depict open space types and

categories,
open space planning process. In early 2008, the Town Board 9 A method of prioritization and resource
authorized the development of a Farmland and Open Space valuation criteria and data,
Protection ProgramTheeffort resulted in two prodetsin the ' Adelineationof conservation priorities.

& dzY Y S NJ 2 Recanmrenpions ondDpen Space Needs an
Opportunities Reporé =  dn§A&iculturaland Farmland
Protection Plai€. TheOpen Space Report and tAgricultural and
FarmlandProtection Plan wereonducted in tandenandthere was

From/ ! / (20D8)Recommendations on Open Spa
Needs and Opportunities Report
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opportunity forconcurrentpublic dialogueon both effortsduring several public meeting3.he Open Space Repor
contained severajoals andecommendations that are served by this Open Space. Pla

The Report states thaa future open space plan should include maps that include depictionspén space types and
categories, a method oprioritization and resourcevaluation criteria and data,and a delineation of conservation

priorities. The Report alsprovidedanexample of a conservation criteria list for prioritization of open space lands

which was reviewed for the development of the Conservation CriteriarLigts Plan The Agricultural and Farmland
Protection Plan geforth several goals and recommendations that should be included in ongoing conservation planning
FYR AYLX SYSydGlrdA2ys AyOfdzRAY3IY & a&dzLIL2 NI cofpeng YA O 2 LILJ;
agriculture, and provide voluntary incentives (term conservation easement exemptions and purchase of development
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In 2012 the Comprehensive Plan Assessment Commit{(&PAC)
was createdtS @+ £ dzr S (GKS G266y Qa LINE

To Further Open Space Conservation, the

I 2YLINBKSYaADBS tfFy Qs CRdatraport y| |oWn should

to the Town Boardecommended that tle town develop criteria 1 Develop criteria for land protection and

for land protection and acquisition to be used by the Town Board acquisition to be used by the Town Board for
for purchasing or accepting land for open space preservaion gfég;?j;:% :r accepting land for open space
establish funding sources to purchase lanahd establishan 1 Establish fun’ding sources to purchase land, and
outreach program to facilitate discussionsithi landowners. 1  Establish an outreach program to facilitate
Followingthe recommendatiorto increase public education about discussions with landowners.

the planning process and open space conservation options, like
Conservation Subdivision design, the town created/the (i A T S\
Guide to Land Use, Planning and Development

CNRY /t!/ Qad 6HnanmoUO wSLR2N

Additionally, bllowingthe CPACecommendatiorto explore a term and permanent conservation easement program to
incentivizevoluntarylandowneropen space conservatiom 2014, tle Town Board established@onservation

Easement Exemption (CHifpgramthroughlocal law This program is one of only five of its kind in the statbe CEE
providesa financial incetive, through percentage tax exemptions, to landowneith open space of five acres or more
who wish to conserve their larttirough a conservation easement held with the towhhefive citizen member
Conservation Easement Review BogC&ERB)as then etablished to administer and provide guidance for the CEE
program¢ KS 26y Q& / 99 LINE I NI Yk tobl thit Ea2porAde intbi@sted ldndo@iteis the y S 6 X
incentive they may need to forego development on their lafitie CERBas also beenmviding guidance throughout

the current townwide open space planning process and has been instrumental in preparing the components of this
Open Space Conservation Implementation Pkdao in 2014, the

Town Board passed a@pen Space Programesolution that called for
the following elements:develop objective criteria for evaluating lands
incorporate new conservation tools into plannirsgt up a Capital
Reserve Fund as a designafadd for open spaceurchasing
opportunities(e.g. land acgjsition or development rights), select
mechanisms for preserving (and maintaining) open smgashich could
include municipal ownership and maintenance, conservation
easements, purchase and trassif development rightsThe

resolution also called for an increase in public education and outteach
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lll.  The Process of Open Space Plangq open spaceanventory,
conservation criteria, and conservation analysis tool

After overa decade otollaborations, discussions, reports, and presentati@yarding how to move forward on open
spaceconservation and after takig some significant steps toward implementing certain recommendations (such as
creating the Conservation Eement Exemption program for voluntary landowner conservatitirg town, along with
public input, is taking the next important step in the implematidn process. Tkang direction from the above
recommendationsandin consultation with thei 2 ¢ ¢ddservation Easement Review Botirid open spaceplan
establishesa method of evaluating and prioritizing open space lahg developing conservation evaation criteria.

As resulfthe town now has:

1. An updated, townwide open space inventorand database,
as illustrated infour OpenSpace Conservation Values Maps

2. Alist of data-driven Conservation @Gteria with which to
evaluate open space land for its conservation values.

3. An effective, flexible, databased method- the GIS
Conservation Analysis Toeto evaluate numerically score,
and prioritizethe conservation ofopen space land

Thiscurrent open spacelanning processcluded public engagement and the gathering of public comment at several
stages including a public workshop in OctolmrFive Rivers Environmental Educationt€envhich drew
FLILINPEAYLEFGSt& 1tn LIS2LXST | a{O0SyA0d . SiKft SKidtds of skehid 2 { «
open and natural spaceés town; opportunities for discussions with town staff on three summer Saturdays at the

Delmar Farmes Market; maps, displays and opportunity for comment at the public
library during the months of July and NovemR&17, several public presentations to

the TownBoard YR 2y 3I2Ay 3 dzLJRIF iSa G2 GKS {a2sycC
Town Board member andcelogistled kayak ecetour on the Hudson River; and a
dedicated email for comments at
OpenSpace@townofbethlehem.org

For the full public participation

activities list, sed\ttachment 9
(Becausengoing public engagement,
education and involvement will be a
cornerstone of the open space
conservation program, more on this

topic can be found ithe section

below: Ongoing public engagemeit



mailto:OpenSpace@townofbethlehem.org

Step#1: Open Spac€onservation Values Bpsc an inventory oftown-wide
natural and cultural resources

Thefirst step inidentifying and prioritizing open space lands in town was to conduct an open specgory that
includednaturaland culturalresourcesn Bethlehem. This was done to a largextent for the 20@ Recommendations

on Open Space Needs and Opportusititeportand the Agriculture and Farmland Protection Rlant the dataand

mapsin these reporteeded to be updatedandalsocategorizedso that the many overlapping pieces of information
could begeographicallpverlaid anddisplayed in aneaningfulway. See the aforementioned reports for additional
background orareas (acreage) related tmtural and cultural resource(wetlands, forests, public/private recreation
areas, etg. Based on past repts, surveys and focus group summariegegories foiseveral open spacealues (or
benefits to the community)vere identified. Using data collected from over 20 public data souf@eduding town, state
and federal) and inputting more than 70 data satgo a GIS mapping system, the towmput data representative of

these values to creatfour Open Spac€onservatioValues mapsCommunity CharacterRecreation and Greenways
Forests, Fieldand Wildlife EcosystemandNatural Water systems: Stream$yetlands and the Hudson Riveilt

should be noted thaimost of the data utilized was developed based on remote assessment, and field verification may
be conducted as neede@hese maps will be used on an ongoing basis, in conjunction with the Consest@ria and

the Conservation Analysis Tool, to help inform conservation decisions. Reviewing these maps, and the relationships tt
show, is a useful step in considering any land in town for conservation purgdsesany open spacalues and
benefitsillustrated within these four maps are summarized below

Community Character Open Space Conservation
ValuesMap (click on heading for online map)his
map illustrateghe interrelationship of themany
aspects that make ugcommunity characteras it
relates to open spaci& Bethlehem. The map
includeshistoric buildings and the Slingerlands ang®
the Onesquethaw historic districts; cultural places,
2N GLRAYGa 2Fomdswith SNB &
architectural interestbarns scenicviews, etc.) as
RSaA3dylIGSR o0& GUKS G2y
Committeel Y R (G KS (2 gy Q3acha
agriailtural landscapes found throughout the toywn
as well as locdarm marketsschoolsscenc roads,
parks, preserves and conserved ared@isis map highlights
known placesthatogf i NA 6 dz00 S G2 O2YYdzyAde
LJ | @n8 Bol these special places relate to each other withe overall town
landscape. Often when residents are agdledout why they care about conserving open
space in town, it relates back to this more subjective notion of community character thaj
uniquely Bethlehem and is the composite of mixed land uses juxtapsgtinkedsuch §
that one can shop, work, hike ke, fish, boat, visit small hamlets and view rolling farms,
Syzazée 20t F22R YR NBflIEAY3I NGo&mmunigzNI
character is ofta what draws people to liveyork and playin town, and often what keeps
people herein turn, community charactecreates a high quality of life andilued :
community interconnectednessScenic views, as perceived by community members, are also an important component
2F O2YYdzyAdGe& OKINIYOGSNI® {SS ' 00l ORNSY (it 22 {§ &NBFE & oF
used to inform certain open space conservation opportunities.
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Recreation and Greenways Open Space Conservation
Values Map(click on heading fopnline map} This map
illustratesthe interrelationship betweemecreation areas
(preserves with trails, bike paths, the YMCA, soccer field§
etc.) andhow people and wildlife movacros the
landscape of the town. Furthermore, the méapos/s how
open spaes andconnected pathways angreenways can
facilitate that movement. For humans, these pathways
include roads, trails, bike patlasd walkable areas,
including the AlbanZounty Rail Trail and the roads
includedini KS 26y Qa . A Oe& OtyS8letwosk RvhithS R
includes both designated and planngdure routes). These linear
pathways can enhance opportunities for recreatanmd healthy
lifestyles. For wildlife, the map showlargerforest patches of five acres
or more, as well as streams anditerbodies that serve asatural
greenways for animals to move between habitat patches and to find
water, shelter, nesting and other habitat needBhis map also includes
several utility corridors that run through town, as they are observed as incideiitiife
corridors that help animals travel between habita®howing open space areas in relation
G2 GKSANI O2yySOlA@AGe FT2NJ LIS2LX S (2 GNI GBSt o0SUBSSYy O:
schools, parks, hamlets and business centensd for wildlife to trael through and between habitat patches

(woodlands, wetlands, streams, etahis map helps us sd®w the values of recreation and greenways can be
connectedd 2 Sy Kl yOS (KS (2é6yQa @I t dzS

w»
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Forests, Fields and Wildlife Ecosystems Open Space
Conservation Values Mafxlick on heading for online
map): This map illustratethe interrelationships
betweenterrestrial, or landbased, ecosystems,
including forests, fields and tireassocited wildlife
habitats @quatic systems are also on the mapstoow
the keyconnections between land and water ecosystems
and habitats). Large areasfofest cover(five acres or
more in size)n Bethlehencontribute to air and water
quality, flood control and wildlife biodiversityas well as
scenic beautyThe occurrence of large forest ecosystems
canallow for greater diversityndbalancein wildlife
populations, and provide travel corridors between wildlife
patches. Forests also contribute publichealth(air quality,

temperature coolingreduction of human/wildlife conflictglimate change
resiliencegtc.) and disease managemenhfoughincreased potential
natural predationof tick-carrying speciesnosquitos, etg. This map also
shows open fikels, pastures, and shrublands, which may provide habitat for numerous declining grassland and shrublan
bird species and other wildlife depdimg on agricultural practicegdditionally, this maghowswhere stateand

nationally significant habitat areasay exist that support rare and declinimgldlife speciesmportant to local

biodiversity Rare, or declining in numbemimals found in town include the Nifhreatered bald eagle, migratory fish

that complete their life cyclebetweenthe sea and BethlenreQ & ¥ NB a KEndamgéré&i NBornbse sturgeon,
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http://www.townofbethlehem.org/DocumentCenter/View/10845
http://www.townofbethlehem.org/DocumentCenter/View/10845
http://www.townofbethlehem.org/DocumentCenter/View/10842
http://www.townofbethlehem.org/DocumentCenter/View/10842

