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PUBLIC INPUT

» May 2008 Orientation Meeting

- Define open space
- Develop vision for open space
- Identify needs and opportunities

* October 2008 Landowner Meeting

- Meet with large acreage landowners

- Provide overview of conservation tools and land management options
- Solicit concerns / landowner issues
- Identify potential opportunities for open space and farmland protection

* October 2008 Topics Meeting

- Existing conditions presentation
- Develop open space goals
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PUBLIC INPUT

» May 2008 Orientation Meeting

- Recreation and Pathways
- Natural Systems

- Agriculture and Farmland
- Land Stewardship

* October 2008 Landowner Meeting
- Respect for Private Property

- Affordability of Large Acreages
- Land Asset/Estate Planning

* October 2008 Topics Meeting

- Development of Goals
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BETHLEHEM OPEN SPACE RESOURCES
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BETHLEHEM OPEN SPACE RESOURCES
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OPEN SPACE ISSUES AND NEEDS

Town of Bethlehem

Comprehensive Plan Implementation Program
Farmland and Open Space Protection Plan
OCTOBER 23, 2008
PUBLIC MEETING
"TOPICS" WORKBOOK
ISSUES AND NEEDS RESULTS (May 15 Public Meeting)

GOAL DEVELOPMENT
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OPEN SPACE ISSUES AND NEEDS
seaserion o panause

Recreation and Pathways is a topic area that was identified through the issues and needs exercises conducted
during the May 15 Public Meeting. The responses received from the public indicated this is an area of interest
that should be further explored during the development of the Plan. The responses related to recreation and

pathways are listed below.

Issues/Needs
Parks/recreation opportunities (soccer
field/golf course)

Lack of parks you can walk to

Meed for small pocket parks - walk-able
Connecting existing open space - walk/bike
Mix of parks you can walk to: some open space

Balance between growth and pe

Public access, public biking paths
Bike-friendly infrastructure

Off-road trails and transportation options
Safe routes for bikers and walkers

Trails and recreation areas are liability issues
Protect and use ravines for recreation. as
nppropriate




OPEN SPACE GOALS

» Recreation and Pathways

« Create an interconnected transportation network that is safe for
non-vehicular travel

« Increase public understanding regarding the “share the road”
concept for bicyclists, pedestrians, and motorists

« Encourage the construction of pathways that are context sensitive
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Recreation and Pathways

Increase opportunities for residents to access passive and active
recreational opportunities offered by Town’s natural resources

Support the development of new pocket parks, neighborhood
scale parks and community gardens where they are needed

Maintain existing Town park facilities

Monitor future growth for its impact on park needs




OPEN SPACE ISSUES AND NEEDS
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Matural Systems is a topic area that was identified through the issues and needs exercises conducted during the
May 15 Public Meeting. The responses received from the public indicated this is an area of interest that should be
further explored during the development of the Plan. The responses related to natural systems are listed below.

Issues/Needs
» Conserve wildlife/natural habitat/native species
» Protect water - Lakes/streams/rivers

Manage stormwater runoff to protect undeveloped lands
Tdentify what we have (i.e. soils. species. plants,. animals)
Protect natural resources (including geologic)

Expand size of current lands (Buffer Five Rivers)
Maintain ecological benefits - watershed. habitat
Protect animal and plant diversity

Metwork of natural spaces

Protected river valleys and waterfront natural areas
Green lungs - clustered development set in undeveloped
spaces

Preserve land that is beneficial for wildlife and people
Provide access to water bodies

Preserve scenic views

Protect ravines: use for recreation as appropriate

RSA ;‘
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OPEN SPACE GOALS

» Natural Systems

Maintain and improve the quality and quantity of the town’s
surface and ground waters

Working with willing landowners, create and preserve linkages
(interconnectivity) between natural areas . .

Encourage low impact development

Be good stewards of our natural resources

Maintain and improve the Town’s “urban forest”




OPEN SPACE ISSUES AND NEEDS
sz o s

Agriculture and Farmland is a topic area that was identified through the issues and needs exercises conducted
during the May 15 Public Meeting. The responses received from the public indicated this is an area of interest
that should be further explored during the development of the Plan. The responses related to agriculture and
farmlond are listed below.

Issues/Needs
Year round farmers market Meed to support farmers

Flexible tax structure for small farmers Agri-tourism opportunities
Farmers can't afford to keep doing what they are
doing Future generations don't want o farm

Support local farmers and businesses/future value of
Economic resources that allow farmers to continue farmland
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Land Stewardship
Educate and inform Town residents about respect for private
property

Increase prosecution of illegal activities such as dumping of trash/
debris, trespassing, ATV use, and encroachment on private lands

To the extent possible, consider, avoid, and mitigate impacts to
landowners when undertaking new infrastructure and
development projects; consider retrofit of problem areas, where
feasible and appropriate




Land Stewardship

Provide information and incentives to landowners to sustain
ownership of undeveloped/open land within the Town and on
options available for land management

Promote educational activities geared towards respect of natural
systems by all residents
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RECOMMENDATIONS — SHORT TERM
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RECOMMENDATIONS — SHORT TERM

Town of Bethlehem, New York

Terri Egan and Ken Ringler
20/20 Advisory Committee Co-Chairs

s
o

Presented to the Bethlehem Town Board:

John H. Cunningham, Supervisor
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Develop Amenity Zoning for Open Space

Research and Explore the Development of a Term
Conservation Easement Program

Town of Bethlehem
Chapter 103
Subdivision Regulations

Explore the Development of a Purchase
Development Rights Program

Update Town Code and Conservation Si
Regulations

Prioritize Study Areas and Document Ecological

ological
Resources




Consider Developing a Community Gardens Program
Sponsor/Support a Landowner Forum

Explore the Development of an Open Space
Education series

Enhanced Tree Planting Along Public Rights-of-Way
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QUESTIONS/COMMENTS




» Written Comments by Thursday, July 9 to:
Email: cacc@townofbethlehem.org
Mail: 445 Delaware Avenue, Delmar NY 12054

» July 13 CACC Meeting

Discuss Comments from Public Meeting
Update Report

» Present Report to Town Board (late summer/early Fall)




