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Town Comprehensive Plan 

 Tier II Recommendation of the Comprehensive Plan 

to conduct a Delaware Avenue Linkage Study  

• Improve mobility 

• Maintain and enhance pedestrian connections 

• Provide bicycle facilities 

• Enhance gateways 

• Increase walkability 

• Employ traffic calming 

• Encourage the use of transit 
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Background 

 In 2008 the Capital District Transportation Committee 

(CDTC) provided funding to the Town of Bethlehem to 

conduct the Delaware Avenue Hamlet Enhancement 

Study.  

 The study resulted in two reports:  

 Delaware Avenue Hamlet Design Standards & Guidelines 

 Delaware Avenue Hamlet Transportation Improvement Plan  
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Planning Process 

 6 Study Committee Meetings 

 2 Public Meetings   
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GOAL 

ENHANCE THE MAIN STREET 

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE DELAWARE 

AVENUE HAMLET 



Hudson Ave 

Adams St. 

Adams Pl. 

Grosbeck Pl. 

Elsmere Ave. 

Herber Ave. 



Study Area Hamlet 

Commercial Hamlet 

Core Residential 
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How To Achieve the GOAL? 

DESIGN STANDARDS 

AND GUIDELINES 
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What is Addressed in the Hamlet 

Design Standards and Guidelines? 

B u i l d i n g  
R e l a t i o n s h i p  
t o  t h e  S t r e e t  

A r c h i t e c t u r a l  
D e s i g n  

S i g n s  

P a r k i n g  
L a n d s c a p i n g  

P e d e s t r i a n  A c c o m m o d a t i o n s  
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Strong Cornice 

Trade Signage 

Porches Vary the Plan 

Weather Protection 
Vertical Pilaster 
Window Transparency 
Low Windowsill 
Base Panels 

New Window Matches Adjacent 

New Building Preserves 

Street Wall and Roof Pitch 

Tasteful New Signage 
Signage and Canopy Too 

Modern 
Some Buildings 

Maintain Transparency 
Higher Sill and Reduced 

Transparency 

2012 

1950 

Architectural  

Design 
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Elements of an effective storefront façade. 

 

 Delaware Avenue, 1950’s demonstrates important building features. 

 

Architectural Design 

Strong Parapet 

Decorative 

Belt Course 

Window Lintel 

Stone Sill 

Decorative 

Canopy 

Low Window 

Height 

Base Panels 
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Encourage Effective Storefronts 

Elements of an effective 

storefront façade. 
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Future Streetscape 

BUILDING 

PLACEMENT 
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Building Placement 

Place buildings at the front of the site, parallel to the street, to maintain a 

consistent setback. Some variation may be allowed for the creation of a 

wider, landscaped sidewalk, outdoor café space, or an entry courtyard. 

 

Walls & Berms Obscure Parking 
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Future Streetscape 

PEDESTRIAN 

ACCOMMODATIONS 
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Future Streetscape 

LANDSCAPING 
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Future Streetscape 

PARKING & ACCESS 
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Locate Parking at Side or Rear 

 Locate parking at the side and rear of building. Parking between the 

main building and the primary street is not allowed. 

DELAWARE AVENUE 
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Future Streetscape 

SIGNAGE & 

LIGHTING 
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Use Creative Trade Signage 

The Hughes Optical sign before and after. Current sign is a good 

example of trade signage. 
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Hamlet Style Signs 
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Use Pedestrian Scaled Lighting 

 

 Decorative 

 Lighting 
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Transportation Improvement  Plan 



SHARED LANE MARKINGS ( SHARROWS) 
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Pedestrian Crossing – LED Beacon 
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Existing RR overpass 
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Gateway Treatment – Proposed RR overpass 
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Kenwood Ave. to Hudson Ave. 

EXISTING STREET CROSS SECTION 
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Kenwood Ave. to Hudson Ave. 

PROPOSED STREET CROSS SECTION 



Delaware Avenue Hamlet Enhancement Study 

Kenwood Ave. to Hudson Ave. 

PROPOSED STREET CROSS SECTION 
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8 FT 

Hudson Ave. to Elsmere Ave. 

EXISTING STREET CROSS SECTION 
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Hudson Ave. to Elsmere Ave. 

PROPOSED CROSS SECTION 
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Hudson Ave. to Elsmere Ave. 

PROPOSED CROSS SECTION 



ELSMERE/DELAWARE AVE - EXISTING 



ELSMERE/DELAWARE AVE - EXISTING 



ELSMERE/DELAWARE AVE - PROPOSED 



ELSMERE/DELAWARE AVE - PROPOSED 
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Cost 

 Full streetscape improvement - $2.5 million 

 Sidewalk 

 Decorative Lighting 

 Bump outs/defined on street parking 

 Landscaping – Street Trees 

 Shared lane markings/bicycle signs 

 Textured crosswalks 

 Connections the Rail Trail 

 Textured Intersection Treatments 

 Granite Curbing 

 Minor catchbasin improvements 
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Cost 

 Adams Street to Kenwood Avenue 

 $180,000 

 Kenwood Avenue to Grove Street 

 $390,000 

 Grove Street to D&H RR Overpass 

 $1.27mil. 

 D&H RR Overpass to Elsmere Avenue 

 $660,000 

 

 Cost to bury utility lines: 

 $5.28 mil. 
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Implementation 

 Land Use Review – Site Plan 

 

 Streetscape Improvements 
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Recommended Next Steps 

 Town Board authorize Supervisor to submit letter of 

support to NYSDOT for Elsmere/Delaware intersection 

improvements 

 Town Board recommends Planning Board and DEDP to 

use the study as a guide during review of development 

applications 

 DEDP develop overlay zoning district 

 Prepare zoning code revisions 

 Pursue funding opportunities to implement streetscape 

improvements 
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Questions/Comments 


