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Caveat

With	the	possible	exception	of	
spiny	Barberries	(Berberis),	there	
are	no	absolutely	deer‐proof
plants. However…





“barberry‐infested	areas	host	up	to	12	times	
more	ticks	than	areas	without	barberry.	
Unfortunately,	these	areas	serve	as	host	to	the	
triumvirate	of	Lyme	Disease:	deer,	rodents,	
and	the	Lyme	Disease	pathogen,	Borrelia
burgdorferi.”

Japanese	Barberry	(berberis thunbergii)	
is	prohibited in	New	York	because:

Jeffrey	Ward	Department	of	Forestry	&	Horticulture	
Connecticut	Agricultural	Experiment	Station,



Characteristics	of	Deer	Resistant	Plants

• Bitter	taste	
• Leaf	texture	(hairy,	leathery,	spiky)
• Color	(deer	often	avoid	gray/silver	foliage)
• Pungent	aroma	(interferes	with	their	sense	of	
smell,	which	is	their	primary	method	of	
detecting	danger)	



Bitter	Taste	

Marigold Tagetes or
species	Calendula	Officinalis



Globe	Thistle
Echinops spp.

Leaf	Texture
Hairy,	Leathery,	Spiny



Color
Grey	or	Silver	

Lamb’s	Ears		
Stachys Byzantina



Catmint	and	Mints
Nepeta and	Mentha spp.	Family	Lamiaceae

Pungent	Odor
Lemon	Balm
Melissa	officinalis



Characteristics	of	Deer	Resistant	
Vegetables	and	Herbs

• root vegetables (which require digging)
• prickly vegetables such as cucumbers, 
melons, and squashes with hairy leaves.

• sharply-odored cultivars like onions, garlic 
and fennel



fennel are not

Rhubarb	is	
toxic	to	deer.



Melita’s Smelly	Mix
• Homemade	deer	and	rabbit	repellent	for	plants
• 2	eggs,	beaten
• 2	tablespoons	Murphy’s	Oil	Soap				
• Funnel	these	into	a	plastic	milk	jug.
• Fill	to	the	top	with	water.	Put	on	cap.
• Leave	where	it	is	warm.	In	warm	weather	it	should	
be	ready	in	a	few	days.



Bulbs	with	lycorine

•Daffodils
•White	Snowdrops
•Snowflakes



Daffodils

PROFESSOR EINSTEIN REPLETE

MOUNT HOOD TAHITI





Snowflakes
Leucojum Aestivum

(with	female	
hairy‐footed	
flower	bee)





Contact	Information
• Cornell	Cooperative	Extension	of	Albany	
County

• 24	Martin	Road	
• Voorheesville,	NY	12186
• 765‐3500	Master	Gardener	Hotline
• albanymg@cornell.edu
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