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Over the past three years | have often written in this column about the financial
condition of our Town and need to invest in our aging infrastructure. As | complete
my term as Bethlehem Town Supervisor, those issues and concerns should remain
our focus for the future.

We have made significant headway toward upgrading and repairing our aging and
long neglected infrastructure. In 2010, we will complete a two-year, $5 million
project to replace some of our antiqguated sewer pump stations. This year, we
completed a comprehensive study of our water system and, based on the results of
that study, we are now in the early stages of replacing our Vly Creek Reservoir
Water Treatment facility. This year, we were also successful in securing Federal
Stimulus funding to repair our South Albany Sewer District filter system which saved
taxpayers $480,000. We completed several sidewalk projects using state funding
and we will build an additional sidewalk on Orchard Street next year as part of a
“Safe Routes to School” grant we secured from New York State. We have begun
work to replace the 35 year old water filter system at the EIm Avenue Park Pool
facility and we have made investments in our technology infrastructure to help
reduce the long-term costs of government operations. In addition we are continuing
our successful road maintenance program to ensure that our Town roads do not
deteriorate due to deferred maintenance.

This month, we will have in place a Capital Plan for our Town which will identify the
infrastructure and facility projects that need to be addressed by the Town
Government. The Town of Bethlehem is one of the few municipalities in New York
State to have such a detailed and comprehensive plan. It will not only identify
important capital projects, but improve our ability to forecast costs during the annual
budgeting process. The Capital Plan will give us the tools necessary to create a
multiple-year budget and allow us to smooth out spikes in expenditures to better
manage our expenses.
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Blue Topaz or Turquoise is the birthstone for December and
the flower, Narcissus or Holly

Best Wishes To Our Readers For A
Safe And Joyous Holiday Season

~~From All Of Us At
The Town Of Bethlehem~~

In November, we announced that the Town'’s credit rating was upgraded to AA,
providing us with access to a wider market for borrowing money. More importantly,
the improved credit rating allows us to secure interest rates that are substantially
lower than the ones we had been borrowing at previously. On our most recent bond
issue, the reduced interest rate saved taxpayers $341,000 over the life of the loan.
As we use our bonding power to further advance infrastructure projects, the
improved credit rating will greatly enhance our ability to borrow at very favorable
interest rates.

Despite the Capital Plan and the improved credit rating, the ongoing maintenance
and repair to our facilities and infrastructure is not without cost. Like all
municipalities, we are working to secure state and federal funding to help defray the
cost of projects to taxpayers. It is important, however, that residents support these
projects and the continuation of important Town services. We must encourage our
Town Government to prioritize and complete these projects to ensure that we are
able to maintain the quality of life we, as Bethlehem residents, enjoy. By doing so,
we not only ensure that Bethlehem remains a prime residential community in which to
live, but we subsequently ensure that home values, which remain a prime investment
for many of us, remain strong.

As | leave this position on December 31st, | want to thank you all for giving me the
opportunity to serve as Bethlehem Town Supervisor. | have truly enjoyed this
experience and | am proud of our many accomplishments during my term in office. |
appreciate the support of all those residents who worked with me to improve our
community and protect our environment. | will remain active and vocal in the coming
years about issues that affect our Town and | look forward to my role as a private
citizen.

| hope that you all enjoy a happy holiday season and a prosperous 2010.

Upcoming Dates to Remember

Town's No Parking Ordinance is in effect until 4/15

Seniors can change health insurance coverage until December 31st (see below)
Friday, December 4 - Third Annual Holiday Parade

Saturday, December 5 - American Red Cross Babysitting Course

Thursday, December 10 - Last Day for Letters to Santa

Saturday, December 12 - First ski trip of the season for the Middle and High School Ski Club (see below)




Wednesday, December 16 (4:30 p.m.) - Last day for the Parks 2010 Winter/Spring activity registrations in order to
participate in the lottery spin

Friday, December 18 - SCREAMS trip to Great Escape Indoor Water Park

Friday, December 18 - In-person and phone-in registrations for the Parks Winter/Spring activities begin for any
remaining openings in activities

Thursday, December 24 - Town Offices Close at NOON
Friday, December 25 - Town Offices Closed

Friday, January 1, 2010 - Town Offices Closed

Holiday Parade

The 3rd Annual Holiday
Parade will be held on
Friday, December 4th
beginning at 6:00 p.m. at
the Town Hall, down
Delaware Avenue to the
Four Corners. Join us
for lots of fun to start the
season and an
appearance from Santa
at the end of the parade.

Groups wishing to
participate call: Kim
Ryan 439-4955 x1164 or kryan@townofbethlehem.org

Participant application form




Letters to Santa Program Ends December 10

Bethlehem’s annual “Letters to Santa” program began on Wednesday, November 18 and will
end on Thursday, December 10.

The Bethlehem Police Family Services Unit and volunteer Senior Services elves promise that
all letters received on or before December 10 will be answered before Christmas.

Letters can be placed in “Santa Boxes” located at the Bethlehem School District’s eight
elementary schools, Bethlehem Town Hall, the children’s section of the Bethlehem Library
and the Stewart’s stores in Glenmont, Feura Bush, Cottage Lane in Selkirk and on Delaware
Avenue in Delmar.

Parents, grandparents and relatives who have young children in the family are encouraged to
write letters and place them in the “Santa Boxes.” Please make sure you include the
child's name and address.

Town Clerk News

Great Holiday Gift Ideas!

Keep your loved ones safe in these dark winter months - purchase a reflective safety vest and/or blinkers.

Think of your furry canine companion and purchase a 2010 dog park tag for your pup.

Quadricentennial neckties are available at Town Clerk's office, $25, cash only, in celebration of the 400th Anniversary of
Henry Hudson's historic 1609 voyage up the Hudson River.

Also available for sale

Bethlehem Historical Note Cards, $5.00
Book - People of the Town of Bethlehem, $20
Book - Bethlehem Diary, Stories and Reflections: 1983 - 1993, $9.50




Know? P
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From the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA)
What are the dangerous substances pets should avoid during the holidays?

Holiday hazards include:
- Christmas tree water, which may contain fertilizers and bacteria that can upset the stomach if ingested
- Electrical cords

- Ribbons or tinsel, which can become lodged in the intestines and cause intestinal obstruction—this most often
occurs with kittens

- Batteries

- Glass ornaments

Turkeys from the supermarket have a string in place to help lift them in and out of the roasting pan. These strings,
after roasting, are delicious to our pets. If your pet finds a string in the trash they WILL EAT THEM. Strings in the
intestinal tract of a pet can be FATAL and require emergency surgery to save them. Keep your pets safe by
disposing of these strings in a zip lock bag and then removing them from your home.

Of course, there are usually a lot of delicious goodies floating around during the holidays, too — be sure to keep
human treats inaccessible to your pets.

What are some dangers pets face during the cold winter weather?

The cold weather can bring about some surprising chemical dangers involving ice-melting products and antifreeze.

- After your cat or dog has been outside in the sleet, snow or ice, thoroughly wipe off his legs and stomach. If he licks
his paws, he could ingest salt, antifreeze or other potentially dangerous chemicals. His paw pads may also bleed from
snow or encrusted ice.

- Antifreeze, while essential to a car's cooling system, is very dangerous to your pets if they are exposed to it. Be
sure to thoroughly clean up any spills from your vehicle, and consider using products that contain propylene glycol
rather than ethylene glycol.

For more helpful information, please check the ASCPA's Top Ten Cold Weather Tips.




Parks and Recreation Department News

SCREAMS — Great Escape Indoor Water Park
Students Craving Really Exciting Activities at the Middle School

Prepare to get wet as the Screams Club will head to the Great
Escape Indoor Water Park on Friday, December 18th. This
event is for all middle school aged students who reside in the
Town of Bethlehem or the Bethlehem School District.

. If you are not a current member of the SCREAMS Club and

¥ would like more information, you can access a flyer at the Town
Park Office or visit the SCREAMS page on the town website,
http://www.townofbethlehem.org/pages/parksMain

/parksScreams.

To become a member of the Screams Club simply register for any one of our monthly events or call the Park
Office at 439-4955 x 2131 to sign up. Membership is free and will provide you with up to date trip information
though our direct e-mail system.

American Red Cross Babysitting Course
Saturday, December 5

If you are age 11 or older, registration is still open for the December 5th American Red Cross babysitting course
in the Town Hall Auditorium, 9:00 AM — 5:00PM. Certification is received upon completion of the course. Bring a
bag lunch. Please call the Park office to register, 439-4955 option 3.

Dog Park Tag Price Reduced

For the remainder of the year the fee for a Dog Park tag is $15 and is valid through December 31, 2009. Tags
for 2010 ($30) will be available in late December. 2010 tags are mandatory beginning Jan. 1. Tags are only
available at the Town Clerk’s office in the Town Hall.




Pavilion Reservations for 2010

Residents of the Town or Town-based organizations may reserve the pavilions at EIm Avenue Park, Henry
Hudson Park and Maple Ridge Park for recreational functions beginning January 4th. Permit forms and fee
information are available on the town website. Permits for all users will be issued on a first come, first paid
basis. Pavilion availability may be viewed online via our new system www.townofbethlehem.org/parksonline.

Gift Cards Are Here!

Give the gift of fun! Gift Cards can be used them for golf passes, recreation activities, pool passes, and all your
recreation needs.

Middle School and High School Ski Club trips begin

Saturday, December 12 - Okemo
Saturday, December 19 - Gore

The Town of Bethlehem Parks and Recreation Department sponsors
/ a Ski Club for high school and middle school aged students who

reside in the Town of Bethlehem or Bethlehem Central School

District. Ski or snowboard at many ski resorts this winter with your
- friends - beginners are welcome! Trip destinations vary so watch for

posters at the Middle School and High School and listen to
announcements at school. Ski Club information and permission slips are available from Mr.
Tyler at the Middle School (Room 142) or Mr. Mooney at the High School (Room B111). You
can also print the required permission slips and information by visiting the Town's web site at
http://www.townofbethlehem.org/pages/parksMain/parksSkiClub.asp where you can also get the schedule of
trips, informational packet and advance sign-up sheet.

]
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Permission slips and dues are required prior to attending your first trip.
Bus fees are required prior to attending each trip.

Lift ticket, rentals and lessons are paid for the morning of, prior to departure.



2010 Winter / Spring Activity Reqgistration

We are currently accepting 2010 winter / spring registrations for our lottery spin registration drawing.
Registrations can be submitted in person or through our online registration process.

- Deadline for residents to participate in the lottery spin is Wednesday, December 16, 4:30 p.m.
- In-person and phone-in registration will begin on Friday, December 18.
- Non-residents will also be eligible to register for any remaining activities beginning December 18.

The 2010 winter / spring Park “Playbook” will provide you with our complete schedule of activities and special
events. This brochure can also be accessed through the town web site at:

http://www.townofbethlehem.org/pages/parksMain/parksBroch.asp

Please remember, participation in the lottery spin is the best way for residents to secure participation in
an activity.

ABOUT ONLINE REGISTRATION

*If you have a current household set up in our system you were e-mailed your Household ID Number and a
Password. If you did not receive them that means:

~We do not have an email address for you OR

~The email address we have is incorrect.
*If you do not have a Household 1D # and Password, call the Parks and Recreation Office, 439-4955 ext. 2131.
This ID # will be your permanent User Name for all future online registrations. You will now be able to:

~Search to find the activities and classes for which you are looking.

~Enter the Lottery Spin if you are a Town of Bethlehem resident.

~Register for activities from your home or office.

~Receive e-mail confirmations of online registrations.

~View facility calendars to check date availability of rental pavilions

Go to www.townofbethlehem.org. Links are available from the homepage of the Town website under
Online Services and the Parks and Recreation Department.




Know?

For flu information, including seasonal as well as H1NL1 influenzas, vaccinations and area clinics, please see
http://www.albanycounty.com/health/flu.asp?id=2526

http://www.flu.gov

News from BEMO
Bethlehem Emergency Management Office

New York State Office of Fire Prevention and Control.

l 5 ? i i To learn about heating safely this winter, check out these fire safety fact sheets from the

* Home Heating Fire Safety
* Chimney Fire Safety

* Home Fire Safety Tips

» Carbon Monoxide

* Home Fire Safety Checklist

Sixty percent of residential heating related fires are the result of misuse or failure to properly maintain the heating
equipment. With the high cost of fuels, many New Yorkers might be tempted to skimp on preventive maintenance, but
that could be penny wise and pound foolish.

Furnaces and chimneys should be checked by a professional every year before the start of the heating season. Wood,
pellet and coal stoves must be installed safety and correctly to order to ensure they properly and safely function. Space
heaters may provide a little extra warmth in a cold or drafty corner or shop, but are not designed to replace household
heating systems — use them sparingly.

é Please go to http://www.dos.state.ny.us/fire/pdfs/Fire%20Prevention%20Bureau
[Holidaysafety.pdf for Holiday Fire Safety, A Fire Safety Message from the New York State
Office of Prevention and Control. Please also see, http://www.dos.state.ny.us/fire/pdfs
[brochures/holiday bro.pdf, a Holiday Safety Brochure from the New York State
Department of State.




Know?

Town's No Parking Ordinance in effect 11/1 - 4/15

continues through April 15. The law prohibits vehicles from parking on town streets and highways
between the hours of 1:00 a.m. and 7:00 a.m. Vehicles parked in violation of the "NO PARKING"

REMINDER: Every year, the town has a "NO PARKING" ordinance that begins on November 1 and @ﬁ
ordinance may be ticketed and/or towed at the owner’s expense. mp“”’fWGf

Youth Employment Service

Need part-time help?

The Youth Employment Service (YES) has a large database of reliable teens eager for part-time
work. Town of Bethlehem residents needing help with housework, yard work, baby-sitting, animal
care or handyman work should contact YES. Bethlehem businesses can also contact the service for
help finding part-time staff.

Want some extra cash?

The Youth Employment Service (YES) is a free, year round job matching program for teens. Town of Bethlehem
residents, ages 14-21, can register with YES at the Parks and Recreation office located at EIm Avenue Park. Office
hours are Mondays and Thursdays from 12:30-4:30pm

For more information, contact Julie Sasso, YES Director at 439-4955 ext. 1608 or jsasso@townofbethlehem.org




Senior Services News

There will be no senior transportation Thursday, December 24 through and including, Friday, January 1, 2010
Transportation resumes on Monday, January 4, 2010

During the transportation holiday recess, Bethlehem Senior Services office staff will be available to take reservations
December 23rd from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., December 24th from 8:30 a.m. until 12:00 noon, and December 28th
through December 31st from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

December Grocery Shopping Schedule Changes

Because of the holidays, the December grocery shopping will change as follows: trips that would normally fall on
Thursday, December 24th and Friday, December 25th will BOTH be changed to TUESDAY, December 22

Did you know that you can change your health insurance coverage between November 15th and December
31st?

And - you can pick a different Medicare Plan D (for your drugs) as the monthly costs and the co-pay amounts have
changed from the previous year. Look at the different Medicare Advantage Plans and find out what works best for you.
Please be aware that each plan has different benefits!

If you need more information as to what may be best for you, please call our Outreach workers to make an
appointment. Please dial 439-4955 and then extension 1174 for Jane Sanders, 1173 for Will Vail or 1175 for Alice
Parker.

Senior Legal Services Program
Thursday, December 12

Where: Bethlehem Town Hall
Appointments: 439-4955 #1176

The Senior Legal Services Program provides legal services for residents of Albany County who are 60 years of age or
older. The program is funded by the Albany County Department for Aging and is staffed through the Legal Aid Society of
Northeastern New York, Inc. If you cannot make this month's date, this program generally has dates once per month,
contact one of the Outreach workers for more information.

There is no cost for this program.

To see all of the interesting activities, events, programs and services provided by Town's Senior Services department,
pick up a copy of the bi-monthly Senior Services newsletter at the Senior Services Department, Room 110 at the Town
Hall, on Senior Services transportation vehicles or on the Town's web site at http://www.townofbethlehem.org/pages
/depServices/seniorServices.asp#Brochures.




Not just for Seniors!

Some programs may have age restrictions, many do not (for example, Food Pantry, LawHelp/NY, volunteers,
Caregiver programs), please call for specifics, 439-4955. In order to participate in any programs or to volunteer, an
Intake Form MUST be filled out first. Intake forms are available in the Senior Services office or on the Town's web site.

Attention Veterans

Albany County Veterans Service Bureau

A Veterans Service Officer will be available by appointment, the third Tuesday of each month
between 12:30 p.m. and 2:15 p.m., at the Bethlehem Town Hall, 445 Delaware Avenue, Delmar, to
meet with veterans and/or family members to present information about various veterans’ benefits
such as

Disability & Education Benefits, Burial Allowances, Headstones and Flags, Pension and/or
Compensation Benefits, Aid and Attendance Benefits, Upgrading Military Discharges,
Certificates of Eligibility for VA loans to purchase homes or business needs, Obtaining
copies of lost discharges (DD-214) and medical records

For December, the officer will be at Town Hall Tuesday, December 15. Please call for an appointment 439-4955, ext.
1176

Fall Leaf Pick-up Program is Winding Down
'Vacuum trucks will be coming off the road soon. The Highway Department will continue to pick up loose leaf piles until the
loose leaves are picked up or the weather stops this service.

The Highway Department suggests that leaves be bagged to ensure timely pick up. Bagged leaves and branches will
continue to be picked up on your scheduled pick-up day throughout the winter, weather permitting.

The Town's Fall Pick-up Program collects fallen leaves, grass clippings, and tree branches (four feet or less).




Placing debris into the roadway constitutes a violation of the Vehicle and Traffic law as well as creates a hazardous
situation for pedestrian, bicycle and vehicular traffic. Please make sure that storm sewer inlets are also kept clean of
leaves and branches to ensure proper drainage.

To help give residents a general idea of when to expect leaf collection in their area of Town, a tentative pick-up schedule is
posted on our web site and is updated daily, please see "Tentative Leaf Pickup Schedule" on the Highway Department's
web page. Please note that weather conditions play a major role in the adherence to the schedule.

A. The Highway Department can pick up branches no bigger then 8” round in diameter and no longer then 6-7 feet long.
They cannot weight more then 50 pounds each. They must be stacked neatly alongside the curb.

Yard Waste Paper Bags can be purchased, 3 for $1 at the Highway Department, EIm Avenue Park, Town Hall, and
Rupert Road Transfer Station.

News from Our Recycling Coordinator

During the Holidays Reduce your Trash Footprint

More trash is produced during the holiday season than any other time of the year both at home and in businesses.
'You can reduce your trash footprint if you apply reuse, reduction, recycling and smart shopping to the holidays.

Reuse tablecloths, cloth napkins, dishes, glasses and silverware for all meals. That will mean full loads in the
dishwasher and eventually full loads in the washing machine, a real energy savings. Never run appliances half empty,

Use leftover bread for stuffing, toast for croutons or feed to backyard birds. Left over salad dressings can become
meat and vegetable marinades by adding a little olive oil to increase the volume. Clean the empty bottle with soap and
water, drain and recycle it.

Most all plastic bags can be reused and excess bags recycled at grocery stores and chain stores over 5,000
square feet in size. The bags must be clean of paper, crumbs and other food waste. One can include dry cleaner,
bread, newspaper delivery, and shopping bags.

Tins for popcorn, candy, and cookies can be saved for reuse or recycled with containers in your recycling bin.
Make sure that tins are flattened so that they do not blow away or take up space in the bin.

Recycle boxes curbside by flattening to save space. Include corrugated (triple layer) and paperboard (single
layer) cardboard as well as excess paper bags - together. Make sure that boxes are empty of contents before flattening.
Most contents should go in the trash.

Catalogs increase at this time of year but they can be placed in the paper bags or recycle bin with your
newspaper. You can put your office, home, mail items in there too and it is best to make sure that the paper does not
blow around.

Reuse greeting cards as package tags or mail the fronts only of all greeting cards to St. Jude’s Ranch For




Children, 100 St. Jude Street, Boulder City, NV 89005. These fronts become new cards that are later sold to raise funds
for school operations. To purchase any of the finished cards, call (800)-492-3652 or go on-line: www.stjudesranch.org or
recycle excess cards with mail items papers curbside.

Here are other quick tips: Polystyrene peanuts can go to Ship, Copy and More across from Delaware Plaza.
Call if you have clean white foam blocks to recycle for you will have to go to another location. Leftover ice cubes could
water your plants indoors or outdoors, rather than melt in the sink. Throw spent alkaline batteries in the trash and choose
to purchase rechargeable batteries. All camera, button, rechargeable, lithium, lithium-ion and other strange batteries can
be recycled at any town facility. When possible, purchase items with minimal or recyclable packaging. Go one step
further and buy recycled content products. Don't forget the tote bags.

When finished with a live Christmas tree, leave it loose curbside for yard waste pickup. All ornaments and
decorations must be completely removed. As per all yard waste, no plastic bags are acceptable. They will be ground up
and composted at the Town's Compost Facility.

Questions? Visit Recycling on www.townofbethlehem.org or call 439-4955 x 1510

In conjunction with the Bethlehem IDA and the Bethlehem
Chamber of Commerce, the Town of Bethlehem, NY has a
monthly electronic bulletin to communicate information
related to economic development activity in the Town.
E-mail subscribers will receive regular monthly bulletins -

TOWN of Bethlehem Economic Deye[gpmgm‘g and special edition bulletins - that contain timely and

newsworthy economic development news.

Masonic Lodge 85, Saturday, December 12
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. NOON
421 Kenwood Avenue, Delmar

St. Stephen's Episcopal Church, Thursday, December 31
9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
16 Elsmere Avenue, Delmar

Delmar Reformed Church, Saturday, JANUARY 16, 2010
8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
386 Delaware Avenue, Delmar




Guilderland Public Library, Wednesday, JANUARY 27, 2010
1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
2228 Western Avenue, Guilderland

Appointments appreciated, 1-800-GIVE-LIFE (1-800-448-3543). Walk-ins will be taken as
time allows. Positive ID, such as a driver's license, is required.
If you choose and are eligible, you may donate double red cells at these drives.

See the Red Cross web site for more information or to schedule an appointment (click on
Refresh if the page doesn't appear the first time)
http://www.donatebloodnow.org/DonateBlood/Listings.asp?co=Albany

Albany County News

Albany County Department of Health Immunization Clinics, 4-6 p.m. on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of
LA the month, call for appointment or more information, 447-4602 for infants and children, 447-4589 for

college immunizations. College immunizations are available for a fee. For this month, the clinic dates
should be December 2 and December 16, call ahead for confirmation of date and time.

Foster and Adoption Families Needed! For more information go to the Albany County Department for Children, Youth
and Families web site.

When you changed your clock, did you change the batteries in your smoke and carbon monoxide detectors?




e |f you have a question that may pertain to Town government or operations, you can visit our Frequently Asked
Questions page on our web site to look for quick references.

We'd like to hear from you

Let us know what you think of this newsletter. Please use the feedback form on the Town's web site,
www.townofbethlehem.org/pages/about/contact.asp

Click here for a printable version of this e-Newsletter

You are receiving this e-mail because you have subscribed to our e-newsletter. If you wish to be taken off our monthly mailing, click here
to unsubscribe.

Town of Bethlehem | 445 Delaware Avenue | Delmar | NY | 12054

web: http://www.townofbethlehem.org
disclaimer: http://www.townofbethlehem.org/pages/includes/disclaimer.asp

For the best viewing of the Town's e-Newsletter in gmail, scroll all the way down the page and click on "basic HTML" next to "Gmail
view:" at the bottom of the screen.




