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Vision Statement — Comprehensive Plan

The Town of Bethlehem is a safe, friendly, welcoming,
vibrant, economically strong, and interconnected
community, with a racially, ethnically, and culturally diverse
population throughout our town.

We have made significant strides in preserving and
celebrating our vast historic, cultural and natural resources,
including our agricultural and native origins. Density and
diversity of land uses and services within the core of each
hamlet have resulted in conveniences for residents and
visitors while enlivening streets and public spaces. A
rural-agricultural livelihood is respected and contributes to
the overall quality of life and character of our town.

Our sustainability practices and development policies have
resulted in clean water and air; protections of wildlife
habitat, natural resource systems, and other open
spaces; measurable reductions in greenhouse gas
emissions; and improved resiliency to the effects of climate
change.
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The diversification of housing types and ownership models
has enabled young, old and workforce residents, to live and
age in our town.

Pedestrian, bicycle, and public transit opportunities and facilities
have been greatly expanded to accommodate residents and
visitors of all abilities.

Residents have access to increased job opportunities through
new and expanded local business enterprises and emerging
business sectors. A sustainable and resilient community has led
to an improved tax base, which has provided the resources to
support needed programs, services, infrastructure, and public
health and safety.

We continue to move Bethlehem Forward
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
Current Conditions, Needs & Issues, Vision, Goals, & Objectives, Future Land Use,
Implementation Strategies, etc.

One Piece of the Puzzle

‘4 Implementing Ordinances

WO R Kl N G TOG ETH E R £¥i Zoning Law, Development

Regulations, Subdivision, etc.

Administration
Plan Reviews, Development
Permits, Building Permits, etc.
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How did we get here...
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Comprehensive
Plan Update
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Adoption Process

Planning Board
Meetings

Planning Board

Public Meetings Feedback Recommendation
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implements the Comprehensive Plan Update.

= The Planning Beard is discussing the Zoning Law Update at monthly meetings

Pa re ntsq u a re p Osti n g O n Bet h | e h e m . and welcomes public input on the draft regulations (1= or 3+ Tuesday/month).
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= View the Draft Zoning District Map from the October 15 meeting and learn more
at the upcoming November 19 meeting.

= Email your comments to: BethlehemForward@townofbethlehem.org

27 Planning Board meetings

Law and Map Update: Planning Board continues discussion of
Draft Zoning Map 11/49 6PM
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The Town is updating its zoning

~

& subdivision regulations and

PUBLIC WORKSHOP #1 we need your input!

Join us for the first public workshop

of the Town’s code update effort!

The meeting will begin with a brief
presentation on the project scope and
process, introduction to land use and smart

growth principles, and launch of a visual
community preference survey. Attendees will
also have an opportunity to visit breakout
activity stations to discuss and provide
feedback on key topic areas including land

Zonlng Law & Map
Upd

BETHLEHEM |
FORWARD o

use, natural resources, and clean energy.

We hope to see you there!




Town Board
Process/Schedule
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Town Board Aeenda
Meeting 8
Accept Planning Board Recommendation
2t puze SEQR Lead Agency Coordination (30 days - 3/13/26)
Presentation Comprehensive Plan and
ResRuze Zoning/Subdivision Regulations

Presentation Comprehensive Plan and
11/202 . L :
YL Draft Zoning/Subdivision Regulations
Set Public Hearing for 4/22
Open Public Comment Period
Albany County Planning Board Referral 4/16
Public notice postings / Local municipal notice

3/25/2026

4/22/2026 Public Hearing

5/13/2026 Discuss comments from public hearing

Discuss public comments and/or Adoption
5/27/2026 (include SEQR and Local Waterfront Revitalization
Program consistency determination)

6/10/26 Adoption




Discussion/Next
Steps

Contact:
bethlehemforward@bethlehemny.gov

Project Website:
https://www.townofbethlehem.org/940/Zoning-Update
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